[Hypothalamic hamartomas and laughing seizures].
The authors report 7 new cases of children with laughing seizures associated with hamartoma of the hypothalamus. Precocious puberty is present in 4 cases and seizures of another type (clonic or tonic) in 5 cases. The diagnosis is confirmed by histology (2 cases) or by CT scan (5 cases). The interictal EEG abnormalities are detailed as well as those found during the laughing seizures which were registered (3 cases). The literature was reviewed and 18 cases were found with posterior hypothalamic lesions and laughing seizures: they have been studied and compared with ours. The role of hamartoma is discussed in the production of these seizures, either isolated laughing seizures or else laughing seizures accompanied with other symptoms.